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TO THE TEACHER. 



The English Vowels aee 

SOUNDED : — 

a, 6, as in tall, follow. 

a, as in sharp. 

e, a, ..... as in there, fare, 
i, y, e, . . . . as in city, be. 

o, as in note. 

u, oo, w, . . as in bush, foot, . 

wine. 

e, i, y, 6, u, as in her, sir, myrtle, 

son, sun. 
h 
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These sounds are sometimes 
long, and sometimes short. 

6 is long in horse, short in 
hot. 

a is long in sharp, short in chat. 

a is long and open in fare, long 
and shut in gate. 

e is long and open in there, short 
in get : it is always long and shut 
when followed by i or y — ^weigh, 
obey. 

e is long — ^be, she, 

i is short — ^bit, ship. 

o is long and shut-i^note. 

u is short in put, long in rude. 

oo is short in foot, long in food. 

w, which has the sound of u or 
oo, incorporates itself with the 
vowel or diphthong which it pre- 
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cedes — -water, wine. Sometimes it 
is silent — ^answer, sword. 

e, i, y, o, u have oflben an indi- 
stinct sound, similar to the French 
e in le, me, te, se, — hety «>, person^ 
muy son; this is indicated hy this 
mark, " . 

As a rule, the last syllable of 
words not monosyllabic i§ short 
and indistinct — courage^ garden^ 
coumtiy person, pleasure (see p. ix). 

The Diphthongs are 

SOUNDED : — 

ou, ow, . . as in out, cow. 
t, y, . . . . as in wine, by. 

u, as in music. 

h causes the vowel or diphthong 
which it precedes to be aspirated — 
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hat, house ; sometimes it is sUent 
— ^honest &c. 

The Consonants 
are somided by adding the indistinct 
vowel e. 

flat Sharp. As in 

b . p . . . bat ; pat. 

g . c, q, k . go ; come, quite, kite. 

d . t .... dear ; tear. 

th. fli . . . . this ; thistle. 

V . f, ph . . Tan ; fan, physic. 

j,g ch. . . . jug, gin; chin. 

z,s s, ss, 9 . zeal, resist; seal, assist, 

X . X .... exact; extract, [civil. 

s . s, c, sh, I pleasure ; sugar, preco- 



1 love. [cious, short, 

m mat. [nation. 

n ...... . nose. 

r rose. 
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The nasal consonants are ng, nc, 
nk, nq : they must be sounded by 
a vowel preceding them, thus : — 
ang, eng, ing, ong, ung. 
anc, enk, inq, one, unk. 

The pupil having learned the 
names of the letters (not neces- 
sarily of the capitals) should begin 
to read this book by pronouncing 
distinctly each uncrossed letter, 
and then the entire syllable or 
word, his attention not being 
caUed to the letters which are 
crossed. It will, however, be 
found that a pictm-e will have 
been left on his eye which will 
materially assist him hereafter in 
spelling correctly. 

The pronunciation of words in 

63 
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which letters are sounded which 
are not present is indicated in a 
parenthesis. 

When, by the omission of a 
vowel, as in the words look'd, 
touch'd, wink'd, &c., a flat con- 
sonant follows immediately a sharp 
one, the flat becomes sharp also, 
and the word is pronomiced lookt, 
toucht, winkt. 

Notes. 

g is always hard before a, o, u 
— ^apf go, gull. It is hard iJso 
before e and i in words oif Saxon 
origin — get, girl, give;, and in all 
cases before a consonant — great. 
It is soft or equivalent to j before 
e and i in words of Latin or 



Digitized by 



vu 

French origm — •general, agile ; it is 
then distinguished by a dot, g. 

j or ds is always Uke the soft g 
— -jam, johe. 

ch is tsh — child ; in some words 
of Greek derivation it is sounded 
k — chemistry, character. 

th is d made thick by touching 
the teeth with the tip of the 
tongue — this. Sometimes it is t 
made thick by the same process — 
thin ; in this case it is crossed, 
thus, ikk. 

s is mostly flat, or like z, be- 
tween two vowels — ease ; also 
when preceded by a vowel — eyes ; 
and when it follows a flat con- 
sonant — eggs. It is sharp, like c 
soft, when it begins a word — silent. 
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star ; and when preceded ^ by a 
sharp consonant — lips, books ; and 
when double — essence. In some 
words s is like the French y — 
pleasure, treasure; it is then 
marked with a dot, s. It has 
often the power of sh, as in 
sure ; it is then marked with two 
dots, s. 

c is hard, like k, before a, o, u ; 
soft, like s sharp, before e, i, y: 
in the latter case a cedilla is put 
under it, 9. 

sh is always sounded like the 
French ch in chose : — short, c and 
t, followed by i, have often the 
same sound — special, patient ; they 
are in such cases marked thus, c, I. 
, X is sounded like gs in eicact, like 
ks in extract. 



Digitized by 



ix 



The accent in English usually 
falls on the fir»t syllable: when 
this is not the case, the accented 
syllable is pointed out by a mark 
placed under it, thus : — ^befor^. 

These observations are not in- 
tended for the pupil ; the teacher 
wiU use his discretion in caUing 
attention to such as may be suited 
to his intelligence and progress. 
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Diphthongs. 



ou, ow. 

A A 



A 

u. 



Aspirate, 
hor H. 

Capital vowels. 
A,E,I,0,U,W. 



Consonants. 

Flat. Sharp. 

b .... p. 

e, q, k. 



ALPHABET for the LEARNER. 
Vowels. 

a. g 
e, a. ^ 

th . . 

V 

z, §. 

s 



t. 

th. 

f; ph. 

ch. 

s, <?, sh. 



1, m, n, r. 

Nasal consonants, 
ng . . . nc, nk, nq. 

Capital consonants. 
B, P; G, C; D, T; 
V, F; J; Z, Sj X; 
L, M, N, R. 
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EXERCISE, 

Aspirate before a vowel, 
ha, he, hi, ho, hu. 

Consonant and vowel. 



ba, 


be. 


bi. 


bo. 


bu% 
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da. 


de, 


di. 


do. 


du. 


tha, 


the. 


thi. 


tho. 
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ta, 


te. 


ti. 


to, 
I&0, 


tu. 


€ai&y 


&e. 


ibi. 
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sha. 


she. 


shi. 


sho. 


shu. 


cha, 


che, 


chi. 


cho. 


chu. 



Consonant and Diphthong* 
bou, bow, bi, by, bu. 

Nasals, 
ang, eng, ing, 6ng, ung. 
ank, enk, ink, one, iinc. 



Digitized by 



Digitized by 



Google 



VICAR 



THE 

OF WAKEFIELD. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Descriptjfon 6f [6v] the Family 
df Wak^fjfeld, in which a 
kindred likeness prevails as well 
df minds as 6f persons. 

t was ever 6f opinion, that the 
)idnest man "^ho [hu] ma/ri^d and 
br6]4^t iip a larg^ family, did 
mdr^ servi9^ than he i|^ho con- 
tinued sing^ [sing-gl] and only 

B 
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tajk^d of pdpulafj'on. Fr6m this 
motiv^, t had scar9^ taken drders 
a je^T, befor^ 1 beg^n to [tu] 
&ink seriously 6f matrimony, and 
chos^ my wif<j^ as she did her 
wed^ling-gown— n6t f5r a fin^ 
gldssy surfa9^, but such quaUti^s 
as w^ujd w^ar welj. To do [du] 
her jiisti9^, she was a good-natured 
ndtabl^ woman [wuman] ; and as 
fbr breeding, ther^ wer^ few 
co]4ntry ladies i^ho (njiujd sho^ 
mor^. She c^ujd re^d any English 
book with^t miich spelpng; biit 
fi5r pic)Hing, preserving, and 
cookery, non^ c^i^d ex^l her. 
She jnrMed herself also iipdn being 
an es^eljent contriver in h^s^- 
ke^ping ; tho^^ t c^kijld never 
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find that we grew richer with aVf 
her contrivan9es. 

However, we lov^d dftch other 
tenderly, and our £5ndness in- 
ere^^d as we grew old, Ther^ 
was in fact nobbing that c^uj!d 
mak^ iis angry [ang-gry] with the 
world 6r e^h other. We had an 
elegant hous^, situat^ in a fin^ 
co)lntry, and a good nej'^jibo^lr- 
hood. The je^r was spent in 
m6ral 6r rural amusements; in 
visiting oiir rich ne^^bo^Ars, and 
reljfeving siich as wer^ poor. We 
had no revolutions to fe^r, n5r 
fatigyi^s to undergo ; kVf. our adven- 
tures wer^ by the fireside, and a^ 
our migrafj'ons from the blu^ bed 
to [tu] the brown. 
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As we* Kv^d ne^r the ro^d, we 
dfifen had the traveller 6t stranger 
visit iis to taste oiir goos^be^ry 
wtn^, f5r which we had gr^at 
rep^tatfon ; and 1 profess, with 
the vera9ity df an historian, that 
1 never Jbiew 6n^ [won] df them 
ftnd fa^ilt with it. our C0]4sins 
too, even to the f5rtieth remov^ 
[remuv], al)! remembered thejfr 
a^nity, without any help fr^m the 
heralds' bfai^^, and cam^ very fre- 
quently to se^ us. Som^ 6f them 
did iis no gr^at |ldn6]4r by thes^ 
clajfms 6f kindred; as we had the 
blind, the maj'm^d, and the halt 
amongst the niimber. However, 
my wif<s^ alwa/s insisted that, as 
the/ wer^ the sam^ flesh and 
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blo^d, thef sh^ujd sit with iis at 
the sam^ tabl^. So that, if we 
had n6t very rich, we generally 
had very ha^py, frjfends ab^t us: 
fi5r this remark wil)[ hold good 
^^u^ that the poorer the 
g]iest, the betj^er ple^d he ever 
is with being tf e^ted : and as some 
men gaz^ with admiratjfon at the 
Colo^Ars d£ a tulip, 6r the wing df 
a but|ierfly, so 1 was by natur^ an 
admirer 6f hajipy human fia9es. 
However, when any 6n^ 6f our 
relatjfons was found to be S person 
df very bad c|laracter,' a tr^ubl^- 
som^ g^iest, 6r on^ we desired to 
get rid 6f, iipdn his leaving my 
hous^, t ever took car^ to lend 
him a riding-cofit, dr a pafr 6f 

B 3 
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boots, 6r som^tim^s • a hbisj) 6f 
smal^ Talu^, and i alwa/s had the 
satisfaction df finding he never 
cam^ bac^ to return them. By 
this the hdus^ was cle^r^d df such 
as we did. n6t lik^ ; biit never was 
the family 6f Wak^f j'eld )bio^ to 
turn the traveller, 6r the poor 
dependent, out 6f do^rs. 

Thiis we Kv^d several ye^ in 
a stat^ 6f much happiness ; ndt 
biit that we som^tim^s had those 
Upl^ riibs which Pr6viden9^ sends 
to enhan9^ the valu^ df its f avo^Ars. 
My ^chard was bifen T6h\/t^d by 
sc|ioolb6ys, and my wifj^'s custards 
pliinder^d by the cats br the 
children. The Squir^ w^ufd som^ 
tim^s fal)! asleep in the most pa-< 
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^etic parts df my sermon, . bi his 
lady return my wif<j^'s 9iviliti^s at 
church with a mutilated c^iirtesy. 
Biit we soon g6t over the iin- 
eftsiness ca)is^d by siich ac9idents, 
and usually in &re^ br fo)4r da/s 
began to wonder how thef ve3E^d 
iis. 

My children, the 6fi^spring 6f 
temperan9^, as thef wer^ edu- 
cated withwit softness, so thef 
> wer*^ at on9^ [won9] welj-f&rm^d 
and hejil&y ; my sons hardy and 
activ^, my da]4^ters b^fiutiful 
and blooming. When 1 stood in 
the midst 6f the Ut)(l^ 9ircl^, 
which prdmis^d to be the siiji- 
ports 6f my declining ag^, 1 
c^u)!d n6t avdid repejlting the 

Digitized by GooQle 
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f^^us st6iy df Count. Abensberg, 
y^ho, in Henry II.'s progress 
ihi^u^ Germany, whil^ other 
co^Artiers cam^ with thejfr trefisur^§, 
hvb^^t his <birty-tw^ children, 
and presented them to his sov^- 
rejf^ as the most yaluabl^ during 
he had to besto"^. In this 
mangier, tho^^ i had but sis, 
1 considered them as a Tery valu- 
ably present mad^ to my country, 
and cdnsequently looked iipdn it 
as my dejiitor. oiir eldest son 
w^§ nam^d G^drg^, after his 
iinc-iy, -^ho left us ten &6usand 
pounds, our second child, a grl, 
1 intended to calj after her a^Ant 
Grigsel ; but my wi% T|^ho, during 
her pregnan9y, had bef^n rejtding 
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rom8fli9es, insisted iipdn her being 
c^Vf^d Olivia. In less than another 
yejb* we had another da]4^ter, 
and now 1 was determined that 
Grissel sh^ujid be her nam^ ; but 
a rich relaf jfon taking a fan9y to 
stand gddmother, the girl was, by 
her directjfons, cal^^d Sophia: so 
that we had tw^ romantic nam^s 
in the family ; biit 1 s^lem^ily pro- 
test 1 had no hand in it. Moses 
was our next, and after an in- 
terval 6f twelv^ yejtrs we had 
tw^ sons mor^. 

It w^ujtd be fruj'tless to deny my 
exiiltatjfon when 1 sa^ my litjH^ 
on^s [wons] abmit me ; biit the 
vanity and the satisfactjfon df my 
wif^ wer^ even greater than min^. 
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WHen our visitors w^u)!d say, 
"WelJ, updn my word, Mrs. 
[missis] Primros^, y^u hav^ the 
finest children in the ^hol^ 
country;*' "^y, nej'^b^ur,". she 
w^d answer, " the/ ar^ as he^lven 
mad^ them, han^som^ eno]A^, 
[enof] if the/ be good enSyi^ ; 
i^r han^som^ is that han^som^ 
do^s.** And then she w^ujtd bid 
the girls hold iip thejfr he^tds; 
"^ho [hu], to con9e^ nofting, wer^ 
9erta^nly very han^som^. Mer^ 
outsid^ is so very trifling a ^ir- 
cumstan9^ with me, that 1 sh^ujfd 
scar9^ hav^ remembered to men- 
tion it, had it n6t be^n a general 
tdpic df conversation in the 
country. Olivia, now aboiit 
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ejf^te^n, had that ImEurian^y d£ 
b^uty with which p%ters gene- 
ral)!y dra^ Hebe; open, spri^jitly, 
and eoij^anding. Sophia's fe^- 
tur^s wer^ ndt so striking at first; 
but d^en did mor^ ^ertajfn execu- 
f jfon; £5r thej^ wer^ s6ft, mddest, and 
ajluring. The on^ vanq-uish^d by 
U singly [sing-gl] blo-^, the other 
by efforts suc9essiv^ly repeated. 

The temper 6f a woman is 
^enera^y fdrm^d frdm the turn 6f 
her fe^tur^s, at legist it was so 
with my da)i^|iters. Olivia wished 
f6r many lovers, Sophia to seeur^ 
on^. Olivia was di^n affected, 
fr6m too gr^at a desir^ to plefis^. 
Sophia ev^n repressed ex^e^en9^ 
ftdm her fe^rs to offend. The 
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6n^ entertaj'n^d me with her viva- 
9ity when 1 w^s gajf, the other 
with her sens^ when 1 was 
serious. But thes^ quaUti^s wer^ 
never ca/ri^d to excess in ejfther, 
and 1 hav^ df)^en se^n them ex- 
change cljiaracters fbr a ^hol^ 
daj^ together. A su^t df moybn- 
ing has transformed my coqyiet|!e 
into [intu] a prud^, and a new 
set 6f ribands has given her 
j.(j>un^r [yung-ger] sister mor^ 
than natural viva^ty. My eldest 
son, G^drg^, was bred at Oxford, 
as 1 intended him f5r on^ 6f the 
lejtmed profe^sjfons. My second 
bdy, Moses, ij^hom pium] 1 de- 
si^e^ fi5r business [bisnis], re- 
^fy^d a s6rt 6f mij^e^ane^us 
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educafjfon at hom^*. But it is 
needless to Apiem^t describing the 
particular c^iaracters 6f y^iing 
pe^jpl^ that had se^n biit very 
lijJtl^ 6f the world. In sh6rt, a 
family likeness preva^^d fo^u^ 
hlf ; and, properly spejikingj thef 
had but 6n^ [won] c]4aracter, that 
5f being aiif. equally generous, 
credulous, simpl^, and in6|fensiy^. 



CHAPTER II. 

Family Misf5rtun^s. The L6ss 6f 
F6rtun^ only serves to in-crejfcs^ 
the Prtd^ 6f the Worthy. 

The temporal c6n9ems df odr 
family wer^ chiefly c6^mitj(ed to 

c 
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my wif<f^'s management ; as to [tu] 
the spiritual, 1 took them entirely 
iinder my o"^ direct jfon. The 
profits 6f m^ U^g, which 
amounted to but ^irty-fiv^ pounds 
a ye^, t mad^ over to the Orphans 
and wido'^s 6f the clergy df our 
dio9ese ; f5r, having a sufGc^ent 
^rtun^ b£ my o^, 1 was careless 
M temporahti^s, and felt a secret 
plcjisur^ in doing [du-ing] my duty 
without reward. 1 also set a reso- 

■ ■ 

luf jfon 6f keeping no curat^, and 
6f being a^quajfnted with ev^ry 
man in the parish, exljidrting the 
ma/ri^d men to temperan9e, and 
the bachelors to matrimony; so 
that in a few yeflrs it was a 
cdijbnon sajfing, that ther^ wer/ 
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Strang^ wants at Wak^^eld, 
a parson wanting prid^, y^ung 
men wanting wiv^s, and al^-houses 
wanting customers. 

Matrimony was Mwajfs on^ 
[won] 6f my favo]irit^ topics, and 
1 ^ot^ several sermons to prov^ 
[proov] its happiness : but ther^ 
was a peculiar tenet which t mad^ 
a p^int df sii^porting ; fbr i majfn- 
ta^n^d with Whiston, that it was 
iiiilkfM fbr a prj'est 6f the chiirch 
6f England; after the de^€b 6f his 
first Wi£^, to [tu] tak^ a second, 
6r, to esEpress it in 6n^ word, 1 
yalu^d myself up6n being a strict 
monogamist. 

1 w£is ejtrly initiated into |^intu] 
this imp6rtant .disput^^ dn which so 
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many laborious v61um^s hay^ be^n 
^rritjfen. t piibKsh^ som^ tracts 
updn the subject myself, which, as 
the/ never sold, 1 hav^ the conso- 
lafjfon 6f ffiinkmg ar^ rejtd only by 
the ha^py few. Som^ 6f my 
frjfends cM)!^'d this my we{tk sid^ ; 
biit, alas! thef had n6t lik^ me 
mad^ it a subject 6f Idng contem- 
plation. The mor^ 1 reflected 
iipdn it, the mor^ impdrtant it 
a^pe^^d; 1 even went a step 
beyond Whiston in displacing my 
prin9ipl^s; as he had engraven 
updn his wife's tom|^ [tum] that 
she was the only wif^ 6f Wipiam 
Whiston; so 1 i^ot^ a similar 
epitaph f5r niy wtf^, tho]4^|i stilj 
living, in which 1 estdljt^d her 
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pruden9^, economy, and obedien9^, 
til^ de^&; and having g6t it 
c6pi^d fa^r,'with an elegant fram^, 
it was pla9^d over the chimn^y- 
pjfe9^, wher^ it ans^er^d several 
very us^M purposes. It adm6n- 
ish^d my wif(f^ 6f her duty to me, 
and my fideUty to her ; it inspired 
her with a pas^jfon f5r fam^, and 
constantly put her in mind 6f her 
end. 

It was thus, perhaps, frdm 
hearing mai^jfag^ so d^ri recom- 
mended, that my eldest son, jiist 
iip^n lejiving cd^eg^, fe^^d his af 
fecfjfons iipdn the da^A^ter 6f a 
ne^^ho]Aring clergyman, ^ho [hu] 
wks a dignitary in the church, and 
in 9ircumstan9es to giv^ her a larg^ 

c3 
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fbrtun^: but f5rtuh^ was her 
smallest accomplishment. Miss 
ArabeVfa. Wilmot was apow^d by 
M)[ (ex9ept my tw^ da]4^ters) to 
be completely prej^ty. Her y^u^, 
hep!(hy and i]^o^eD<^^, wer^ stil)^ 
h^i^^ten^d by a comple3Eion [com- 
plecton] so transparent, and siich a 
ha|ipy sensibility 6f look, as even 
ag^ c^ujld n6t gaz^ 6n with indif- 
feren9e. As Mr. [Mister] Wilmot 
)^new that 1 c^ujd msk^ a very 
handsom^ sejJtl^ment bn my son, 
he was n6t avers^ to the majich; 
so bofe famiU^s liv^d together in 
alj that harmony which generally 
pre9edes an expected apian9e. 
Being convin9ed by experien9e 
that the da/s 6f co)!btship ar^ the 
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most ha|ipy 6f our liv^s, 1 was 
willing eno)i^ [^Jio^l ^ lengflben 
the period ; and the various amuse- 
ments which the y^ung c^upl^ 
ev^ry dsif shared in e^h other's 
company, se^m^d to in-crejts^ thejfr 
pas^j'on. We wer^ generally 
awaked in the morning by music, 
and f^n fin^ daj^s rod^ a-hunting. 
The |i6urs between bre^ast and 
dijlner the ladies devoted to dress 
and study : thejf usually re^ a pag^, 
and then gfiz^d at themselves in 
the glass, which even philosophers 
mt^t o^, 6^en presented the 
pag^ 6f gr^Jitest beauty. At 
diviner my^ wif^ took the le^d ; fbr 
as she alwaj^s insisted updn carving 
ev^ry &ing herself, it being her 
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mother's waf, she gav^ us updn 
thes^ o^casj'ons the history 6f ev^ry 
dish. When we had din^d^ to 
prevent the ladies lejtving iis, 1 
generally 6rder^d the tahl^ to he 
removed [remoovd] ; and som^- 
tim^s, with the music-master's 
a5Jsistan9^, .the girls w^u)!d giv^ iis 
a very agre^ahl^ concert. Wapdng 
out, drinking teji, c^untry-dan^es, 
and f5rfejfts, shdrten^d the rest 6f 
the dsify without the a^sistan9^ df 
cards, as t hated hHif. manjier 6f 
gaming, es^ept hacj^gami^on, at 
which my old frj'end and 1 som^- 
tim^s took a tw^penjiy hit. Ndr- 
can t her^ pass over an 6mui^iis 
9ircumstan9^ that hap^en^d the 
last tim^ we plajf^d together; 1 
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only wanted to fling a q)iartr^, 
and yet 1 to^w. deu9^-a9^ fiv^ 
ttm^s riin^ling. 

Som^ montbs wer^ elapsed in 
this manjier, til)! at last it was 
tibo]i^t convenient to fis a da.f 
fbr the niipt/als 6f the y^ung 
c^iipl^j ^^ho [hu] se^m^d ejbmestly 
to desir^ it. During the pre- 
parat^ns fi5r the wed^ng, t ne^d 
not descrih^ the husy [bisy] im- 
portan9^ 6f my wtf(^, ndr the sly 
looks M my dayi^ters ; in fact, my 
a^^ntjfon wks fix^d 6n another 
Object, the completing a tract 
which 1 intended shdrtly to^pubhsh, 
in defen9^ df my favoyirit^ prin- 
9ipl^^ As t looked iip6n this as a 
masterpjfe9^, bo^ fbr argument 
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and styl^, i c^ujfd ndt in the prid^ 
6f my h^art avdid sho^ng it to 
my old frf end Mr. [Mister] Wilmot, 
as 1 miid^ no doujiit df re9ej'ving 
his approbation; but n6t til)! too 
lat^ t discovered that he was most 
violently aj^tach^d to the contrary 
opinion, and with good re^on; 
£5r he was at that tim^ actually 
co)4rting a fo)4rflk wif^. This, as 
may- be expected, produ9ed a dis- 
pute a|5tended with som^ acrimony, 
which <^refitened to inte/rupt diir 
intended ajQian^^ ; biit dn the da^ 
befor^ that appointed f5r the 9ere- 
mony, we agreed to discuss the 
siibject at larg^. 

It was managed with prdper 
spirit 6n bo€b sid^s ; he asserted 
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that i was heterod^, 1 retorted 
the charg^ : he replied, and t re- 
jdin^d. In the mefjln-tim^^ whil^ 
the controversy was hOtjfest, 1 was 
c^^d out hy 6n^ [won] 6f my^ 
relatjfons, ^ho, with a fa9^ 6f 
con9em, adVis^d me to giv^ up 
the disput^, at le^ til)! my son's 
wed^ling was over. " How ! '* 
ert^d 1, Mrejidy driven to the very 
verg^ 6f ahsurdity, relinq-uish the 
ca^is^ 6f tru'^, and let him he 
a husband? Y^u mi^t as welj 
advis^ me to giv^ iip my f6rtun^ 
as my argument." "Y^ur fbi- 
tun^,*' returned my frjfend, " t am 
now s6/ry to inform y^u, is almost 
n6€bing. The merchant in town, 
in -^hos^ [hus] hands y^ur mon^y 
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W£ts 16^g^'d, has g6n^ btf, to av^id 
a statut^ 6f bankruptcy, and is 
ffi6u^t n6t to hay^ left a shiljBng 
in the pound. 1 was iinwil)ing to 
shbcji y^u 6r the family with the 
a^cmint tilj after the wod^ling : but 
now it ma/ scrv^ to mMerat^ y^ur 
warml9) in the argument ; f5r, 1 
sii^pos^^, y^ur oi|(ti pruden^^ wilj 
enfor9^ the necessity 6f dij^mbling, 
at le^t til)! y^ur son has the y^ung 
lady's f5rtun^ securf " WelJ," 
returned 1, "if what y^u tel| me 
be tru^, and if 1 am to be a beggar, 
it shal)! never mak^ me a rascal, dr 
induct me to disavow my princi- 
ples. I'll go this moment and 
inf5rm the company 6f my circum- 
stances ; and as f6r the argument, 
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1 even her^ retract my fdrmer con- 
9e5^sjf6ns in the old gentleman's 
£avo)ir, n6r wilj 1 apow him now 
to be a husband in any sens^ 6f 
the expre^sjfon.*' 

It w^u)!d be endless to describe 
the different sensafj'ons df bofii 
families, when 1 divulged the news 
6f our niisf5rtune ; but what others 
felt, was sli^jit to what the loverS 
ai^pe^^d to endur^. Mr. Wihnot, 
•^ho se^m^d befor^ sufKcjfently 
incljn^d to bre^ bff the m&fch, 
was by this hlo^|ir soon determined; 
on^ [won] virtue he had in per- 
fection, which was pruden9ej 
6f|{en the only on^ that is left iis at 
seventy-twe. 



1 
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chaptSe hi. 

A Migrati'on. The fortunat^ 911- 
cumstan9es df our liv^s ar^ 
general)!y found at last to be df 
our o^n procuring. 

The only hop^ b£ our family now 
was, that the report 6f [6v] our mis- 
f5rtun^ nai^jit be malici'^iis dr 
prematur^ : biit a letj!er fr6m my 
agent in town soon cam^ with a 
cdnfirmaf^on M [6v] ev^ry parti- 
cular. The Idss 6f fortun^ to [tu] 
myself alon^, w^u)!d hav^ be^n 
trifling ; the only iine^siness 1 felt, 
was f5r my family, "^ho [hu] wer^ 
to be humbled, without an edu- 
catj'on to render them calj^iis to 
contem|it. 
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Ne^r a f55rtm^t had passed 
befor^ 1 afJtempted to restrain thefr 
afflict/on ; fdr prematur^ cdnso- 
lat^on is but the reinembran9er 6f 
abfro^fr. During this interval, my 
ikd}fL^ts wer^ empl6y^d 6n som^ 
fiitur^ meflns of su|iporting them ; 
and at last a smaljl! eur^ M fifteen 
pounds a ye^r was 6^er^d me in a 
distant ne/^jib^urhood, wher^ t 
c^ujd stiljf enj6y my prin^ipl^s 
without molestaf jfon. 

With this proposal 1 j^yftJjty 
closed, having determined to in- 
cre^e my salary by managing a 
litjl^ farm. 

Having taken this resoluf jfon, my 
ne3Et car^ was to get together the 
T^rec^s 6f [dv] my f5rtime : and 
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delfits coPected and paj'd, out 6f 
foybte^n &6usaiid pounds we had 
biit foyLr hundred remaining. My 
chjfef aj^tenf jfon ther^for^ was now 
to [tu] bring down the prid^ my 
family to thejfr 9ircumstan9es ; fdr 
1 welj Jbiew . that aspiring beggary 
is -^ejichedness itself. "Y^u 
canndt be ignorant, m^ children," 
cri^d 1, ** that no pruden^^ 6f ours, 
c^ujfd hav^ prevented our lat^ mis- 
f^rtun^ ; but pruden9^ ma/ do 
[du] miich in disa|ip6inting its 
effects. We ar^ now poor, m^ 
fdndlings^ and wisdom bids iis to 
confirm to our hiimbl^ sitiiafj'on. 
Let us then, withmit repining, giv^ 
up thos^ splendoylrs with which 
niinibers ar^ ^re)(ched, and seek 
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in humbler 9ircumstan9es that 
peji9^ with which alj ma/ be 
ha^py. The poor Kv^ ple^^saatly 
withmit our help, why then sh^u)!d 
ndt we lejim to Uv^ withmit thejfrs? 
No, my children, let us frdm this 
moment giv^ iip aJJ! pretensjfons to 
gentiUty; we hav^ stil)! enoji^ 
[enof] left £5r ha|ipiness if we ar^ 
wis^, aiid let iis dra^ updn con- 
tent fbr the defic^en9i^s 6f f^rtun^." 

As my eldest son was bred a 
sc]idlar, t determined to send him 
to town, wher^ his abiUti^s mi^t 
contribute to our su|iport and his 
o^. The separaf^'on 6f frjfends 
and famines is> perhaps, on^ [won] 
6f the most distressful 9irciim- 
stan^es ajJtendant 6n penury. The 

d3 
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da/ soon ajfrtv^d dn which we 
wer^ to dispers^ f6r the ftrst tim^. 
My son, after taking lejiv^ df his 
mother and the rest, ^ho [hu] 
ming-l^d thejfr tejirs with thej'r 
kisses, cam^ to ask a blessiog fr6m 
me. This 1 gav^ him fr6m m^ 
h^^art, and which, a^ded to fiT^ 
g]iine^, w^s hXf the patrimony t 
had now to bestoi|^. "Y^u ar^ 
going, my h6y," ci^^d 1, "to 
London 6n foot, in the manjier 
Hooker, yo^Ar gr^at ancestor, tra- 
velled ther^ befor^ y^u. Tak^ 
fr6m me the sam^ hdrs^ that whs 
given him by the good Bishop 
J^wel, this sta£^, and tak^ this 
book too, it wil)! be y^ur comfort 
6n the w'df : thes^ tw^ lin^s in it 
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ar^ wor^ a miJKpn, * t hav^ be^n 
y^ung, and now am old ; jet never 
sa^ , t the ri^]ite^us man forsaken, 
dr his seed begging thejfr brejid.' 
Let this be y^ur cdnsolaf j'on as 
y^u travel dn. Go,, my b6y ; 
whatever be thy fdrtim^ let me 
se^ the^ on9^ [woii^] a ye^r ; stilf 
ke^p a good h^art, and far^welj." 
As he was po^ss^d 6f integrity 
and |i6no]4r, 1 was iinder no a^- 
prehensjifons frdm &ro^ing. him 
naked into [intu] the amphi&eatr^ 
6f lif<^; fi5r 1 )biew he w^i^d act 
a good part whether vanq-uish^d 
6r victori^iis. 

His departur^ only prepared the 
wajf f<5r our o^n, which a^iv^d a 
few da/s afterwards. The lejlving 
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a nej'^b^iirhood in which we 
had enjdy^d so many ]i6urs 6f 
tranq-uiljity, was ndt withwit a 
te^ which scar9^ fdrtitiid^ itself 
c^ujld suppress. Besides, a j^um^y 
6f seventy mil^s to a family that 
had hitherto never be^n abov^ ten 
frdm hom^, filjf^d us with a|ipre- 
hensjfon, and the cri^s 6f the poor, 
sfrho [hu] fdljo^^d iis f5r som^ 
mil^s, contributed to in-cre^^ it. 
The first daj^' s j^iim^y br6]4^t iis 
in safj^ty within "feirty mil^s 6f our 
futur^ retreat, and we put up fbr 
the ni^|it at an obscur^ in|t in a 
vil)Iag^ by the wajf . When we 
wer^ sho^ a room, 1 desired the 
landlord, in my usual wajf, to let 
iis hav^ his company, with which 
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he complied, as what he drank 
w<j>ujd in-cre^s^ the hiVf. next 
mdming. He )^new, however, the 
^hol^ nejf^jib^urhood to which 1 
was removing [remooving], par- 
ticularly Squir^ Th6mhil)!, ^ho 
was to be my landlord, and •^ho 
liv^d within a few mil^s of the 
pla9^. This gentleman he de- 
scribed as on^ [won] ^ho \h.u] 
desired to piof litfJl^ mor^ df the 
world than its ple^siir^s, being 
particularly remarkably f5r his 
a)(tachment to the fajfr sex. He 
observed that no virtu^ was abl^ 
to resist his arts and assiduity, and 
that ther^ was scar^^ a farmer's 
da^i^jiter within ten mil^s roiind, 
biit what had found him siic9essful 
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and fa^&less, Thoyl^ji this a^cwint 
gav^ me som^ paj'n, it had a very 
different effect iipdn my da]i^ters, 
^hos^ [hus] fejitur^s se^m^d to 
bri^jiten with the expectaf jfon of 
an a|ipro^hing triiimph ; n6r was 
my wifj^ less ple^s^d and cdnfi- 
dent 6f thejfr ajlur^ments and 
virtii^. Whil^ our tb^yi^ts wer^ 
thus empldy^d, the hostess entered 
the room to infi^rm her hiisband. 
that the Strang^ gentleman, -^ho 
had be^n tw^ dajf's in the hous^, 
wanted mon^y, and c^ujd n6t 
satis^ them f6r his rec)^6ning. 
"Want mon^y ! " replied the host, 
" that miist' be imp6ssibl^ ; fdr it 
was no later than yesterdajf he 
pajfd <fere^ g^iiinefls to our be^^ 
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to spar^ an old broken soldier that 
was to be whip^^d ibr^u^ the 
town jfi&r d6g-ste^ling." The 
hostess, however, stilj persisting in 
her first asserfjfon, he was pre- 
paring to lejiv^ the room, swearing 
that he w^ujd be satisfied 6n^ 
w'df dr another, when 1 beg^^d 
the landlord w^ujd introdu9^ me to 
a stranger 6f so much charity as 
he described. With this he com- 
plied, sho^ing-in a gentleman 
^ho se^m^d to be about "feirty, 
dressed in clothes that orn^^ [won9] 
wer^ la9ed. His person was we^- 
fdrm^d, and his £^9^ marked with 
the lin^s 6f think-ing. He had 
something shdrt and dry in 
his ayldress, and se^m^d n6t to 



Digitized by 



36 



understand ^eremony, br to despise 
it. Up6n the landlord's leaving 
the room, t c^u)!d ndt av6id ex- 
pressing my con9em to the 
stranger at seeing a gentleman in 
such 9ircumstan9es, and d|fer^d 
my purs^ to satis^ the present 
demand. "1 tak^ it with eiSf my 
h^art, sir," replied he, "and am 
glad that a lat^ pversi^jit in giving 
what mon^y t had abwit me, has 
sho^n me that ther^ ar^ stilj som^ 
men lik^ y^u. 1 miist, however, 
previously entreftt "being infdrm^d 
6f the nam^ and residen90 6f my 
benefactor, in 6rder to repajf him 
as soon as pdssibl^." In this 1 
satisfied him ftdjy, n6t only 
mentioning my nam^ and lat^ 
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ims%tAn^, but the pla9^ to which 
1 wks going to remov^ [remoov], 
"This," cri^ he, "hap^ns staj 
^or^ luckily than 1 hopi^d iG5r, as 
1 am going the sam^ wajf myself, 
having be^n detajfn^ her^ tw^ 
dajfs by the flo^s, which, t hop^, 
hf tx>-m6frof wilj be found pass- 
ably 1 testified the ple^ur^ 1 
sh^^d hav^ in his company, and, 
my wif|^ and da^l^ters joining in 
enlareftty, he was prevailed up6n to 
si&f siipJJer. The stranger's c6n- 
versatjfon, which w^s at on^^ 
plejising and instructiv^, indu9^d 
me to wish f5r a cdntinuan9^ M 
it; but it was now ht^ tim^ 
to retJr^ and tak^ refreshment 
agajfnst ihe fatig^i^s M the B)lo^- 
ing da/. 

E 

J by Google 



Digitized t 



38 



The next mdrning we alf set 
£5rward toother ; my family bn 
h6rs^bac)t, vM\^ Mr. BurchelJ, 
our ne^ companion, wai)!k^d. aldng 
the foot-path by the ro^d-sid^, ob- 
servdng, with a smil^, that, as we 
wer^ ilj-mounted, he w^u)!d be 
too gener^iis to aj!tem|it leftving iis 
behind. As the floods wer^ n6t 
yet siibsided, we wer^ obliged to 
hir^ a g)iid^, ^ho trbtfed dn 
befor^, Mr. Burchelf and 1 bring-ing 
up the re^r. We li^Jtten^d the 
fatjgyi^s [fategs] 6f the rojid with 
philosophical disputes, which he 
se^m^d to iunderstand perfectly, 
Biit what siirpris^d me most was, 
that tho}i^|i he was a mon^y- 
hdfro'^er, he defended his opinions 
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with as miich 6bstina9y as if he 
had be^n my patron. He now and 
then also inf5rm^d me to i|^hom 
[hum] the different se^ts beldng^d 
that lajf in our vi^w as we 
travelj^d the rojid. " That," cri^d 
he, pointing to a very magnifi- 
cent hoiis^ whieh stood at somes 
distan9^, " belongs to Mr. Th6m- 
hiljf, a y^iing gentleman ^ho 
enjdys a larg^ Srtun^, tho]i^ 
entirely dependent 6n the wilj 
his uncl^. Sir Wijfliam ThdmhilJ, a 
gentleman, ^ho [hu] content with 
a ]ift\^ himself, permits his nephew 
[nevew] to enj6y the rest, and 
chjfefly resides in town."— "Whsit!" 
cri^d 1, " is my y^ung landlord 
then the nephew 6f a man ^hos^ 
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[huS] virtu^^s, generosity, and 
singularities, ax^ so uniyersally 
^aio^fm ? t hav^ he^rd Sir 
W^liam Th6mhil][ represented as 
on^ 6f the most gener^iis, yet 
whimsical men in the kingdom ; a 
man 6f consumi^fkat^ benevolen^^.'* 
— " Som^ing, perhaps, too much 
so," replied Mr. Biirchel):; "at 
le^t he ca/ri^d henevolen9e to an 
es9ess when y^ung, fdr his pa^- 
s^ons wer^ then strdng, and as 
thef kVf. wer^ iip6n the sid^ 6f 
virtu^, thejf led it iip to a romantic 
esEtrem^. He e^ly began to ajfm 
at the quahficaf^ohs 6f the soldier 
and the sc]i61ar; was soon dis- 
ting-uish^ in the army, and had 
som^ reputatjfon among men df 
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lejiming. Adulatjfon ever fbpo^s 
the ambitjf^us; ft>r such alon^ 
re^efv^ most ple^siir^ fr6m flajJtery. 
He was sujfr^anded with crowds, 
^ho sho^^d him only 6n^ sid^ 6f 
the^r cjiaracter; so that he began 
to los^ [loos] a regard f6r privat^ 
interest in universal sympathy. 
He lov^d alj man-kind ; fbr fbr- 
tun^ prevented him fr6m )bio^ing 
that the^ wer^ rascals. Physicians 
tel][ us 6f a disorder in which the 
^hpl^ b6dy is so exquisitely sen- 
sibly, that the sli^|itest to^ich giv^s 
pajfn: what som^ hav^ thiis siif- 
fer^d in thejfr persons, this gen- 
tleman felt in his mind. The 
sli^jitest distress, whether real dr 
fictif jf^fis, toyich^d hiin to the quic)^, 
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and his so)il laboyir^ under a 
sic^y sensibjKty 6f the miseries 6f 
others. Thus disposed to reljfev^, 
it wi^ be easily conjectured, he 
found numbers disposed to solicit : 
his profiasjfons began to impajfr his 
fdrtun^, but n5t his good-natur^; 
that, indeed, was se^n to in-cre^^ 
as the other se^m^d to decajf ; he 
gr^w imprdvident as he gr^w poor ; 
and tho)i^ he ta^k^d lik^ a man 
of sens^, his actjfons wer^ thos^ 6f 
a fool. Sti^, however, being suf- 
Twnded with importunity, and no 
16nger [16ng-ger] abl^ to satisfy 
ev^ry request that was mad^ him, 
instefid 6f mon^y, he gav^ premises. 
Thef wer^ al)! he had to besto^, 
and he had ndt resolution eno]i^]i 
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[enof] to giv^ any man pajfn by a 
denial. By this he dr^w round 
him crowds df dependents, ^hom 
[hum] he was sur^ to disa^pdint, 
yet wished to rel/ev^. Thes^ 
hung updn him {5r a tim^, and 
left him with merited repro^hes 
and contempt. But in proportjfon 
as he becam^ c6ntem|itibl^ to 
others, he becam^ despicably to 
himself. His mind had le^n^d 
iipdn thejfr adulation, and, that 
support tak^n awajf, he c^ujfd find 
no ple^sur^ in the appla]4sy 6f his 
h^art, which he had never le^im^d 
to reveren9y. The world now 
began to w^ar a di^erent aspect ; 
the fla|5tery 6f his friends began to 
dwindiy into simply a|iprobafjf6n. 
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A^probatjfon soon took the inof^ 
frjfendly fi5rm 6f adviif^, and advi^^ 
when rejected produ9^d thejfr re- 
pro^hes. He now ther^for^ 
found that such frjfends as benefits 
had gathered round him, wer^ 
liifil^ estimabl^; he now found 
that a man's o^hi h^art must be 
ever given to gajfn that df another. 
t now found, that — ^that — t forget 
what 1 was going to observ^ : in 
shdrt, sir, he res61v^d to respect 
himself, and lajfd down a plan df 
restoring his ^Ipng fijrtun^. F6r 
this purpos^, in his o^n whimsical 
manner, he traveljf^d &r^u^|i 
Europ^ dii foot ; and now, thojij^ 
he has scar9^ a|!tajfn^d the ag^ df 
^irty, his 9ircumstan9es ar^ mor^ 
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affluent ttan ever. At present, 
his bounti^ ar^ mor^ raf^'onal and 
mMei*at^ than befor^; but he stilj 
preserves the c|Aaracter 6f a 
humo)irist, and finds most plejisiir^ 
in ec9entric virtues." 

aj^tenfjfon wks so much tak^n 
up by Mr. BurchelJ's a^c^iint, that 
1 scar9^ looked fi^rward as we went 
aldng, tiljf we wer^ alarmed by the 
cri^s 6f my family, when turning, 
1 per9ejfv^d my youngest [y^ung- 
gest} da^i^ter in the midst 6f a 
rapid stre^, &ro^hi frbm her 
hdrs^, and striig^ng with the 
td^ent. She had sunk twi9^, 
ijdr was it in my power to disen- 
gage myself in tim^ to briiig her 
reljfef. My sensations wer^ even 
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too violent to permit my ajitemjit- 
ing her rescu^ ; she must hav^ 
^ertajfnly perished had ndt my 
companion, per9e/ving her danger, 
instantly pliing^d in to her reljfef, 
and, with som^ di^ciilty, hrdi/L^l^t 
her in safj^ty to the 6jiposit^ shor^. 
By taking the ciii^ent a litjl^ 
further iip, the rest 6f the family 
gdt saf(^ly over ; wher^ we had an 
djiportunity df jdining our acj|^6^- 
le^lgments to hers. Her gratitud^ 
may be mor^ rej(dily imagined 
than described: ^e i&ank^d her 
deliverer mor^ with looks than 
words, and continued to le^ iipdn 
his arm, as if stilj wil^g to 
re^ejfve assistan^^. My wif<|^ also 
hop^d on^ da^ to hav^ the pleftsur^ 
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6f returning his kindness at her 
hous^. Thus, after we wer^ 
refreshed at the next in|l, and had 
din^d together, as Mr. BurchelJ 
was going to a di^rent part 6f 
the co)4ntry, he took le^v^, and we 
pursued our j^um^y: my wif^ 
observing as he went, that she 
lik^d him extremely, and pro- 
testing, that if he had hir^k and. 
f5rtun^ to entitl^ him to m&feh 
into such a family as ours, she 
)biew no man she ' wi/mjd sooner 
fix iipdn. 1 c^u)!d ndt biit smil^ 
to heftr her tajk in this 16fty 
strajfn ; biit 1 was never miich 
disple^d with thos^ harmless 
delusjfons that tend to mak^ lis 
mor^ hajipy. 
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